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impart knowledge and show genuine interest 
in her students, thus earning their affection 
and respect in return. Thank you for being 
one of those rare teachers. 

The longer I live, the more I realize that 
your hard work, dedication, and selfless serv-
ice has enriched my life in countless ways. 

Mr. Speaker, the Barbara Kirie Stewart En-
dowed Chair for History preserves the legacy 
of academic achievement lived out at Brent-
wood Academy through Mrs. Barbara Stew-
art—an exemplary citizen whose excellence in 
teaching is unsurpassed. 
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TRIBUTE TO UNITED BROTHER-
HOOD OF CARPENTERS AND 
JOINERS OF AMERICA, LOCAL 
UNION NO. 433 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of America, Local Union 
Number 433. Local 433 is celebrating their 
110th anniversary. 

On May 11, 1889, 12 carpenters were 
granted a charter by the United Brotherhood, 
forming Local 433. This small group of 12 has 
grown significantly in membership, to its 
present total of 435 members. 

The impact of Local 433 is highly visible in 
the Belleville community, as Local 433 has 
been instrumental in the construction of Belle-
ville Area College, the St. Clair County Court-
house, and Scott Air Force Base, among oth-
ers. Local 433 is currently working on the ex-
pansion of the MetroLink light rail system. 

From its inception to today, the men and 
women of Local 433 have made invaluable 
contributions to the community, through their 
contributions to charity and civic events. One 
of Local 433’s greatest achievements is its ap-
prenticeship program. This four year program 
gives young carpenters the chance to learn 
from the community’s established carpenters. 
There are currently 44 apprentices in this pro-
gram, which was established over thirty years 
ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Local Union Number 433 as 
they celebrate their 110th anniversary. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained this morning, and 
missed roll call vote #108. Had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

CONGRATULATING THE RAPE 
COUNSELING SERVICE OF FRES-
NO ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Rape Counseling 
Service of Fresno, Inc. (RCS), on occasion of 
its 25th anniversary. 

Rape Counseling Service is a victim advo-
cacy agency. Its mission is to alleviate the 
trauma due to sexual assault and/or child mo-
lestation, to educate the public and to raise 
the level of awareness regarding rape and 
child abuse prevention. 

RCS made its start with a small core of vol-
unteers meeting in a dorm room at California 
State University Fresno. It now has a staff of 
33 members, and 52 volunteers who aid in cri-
sis intervention, prevention education, a 24- 
hour hot-line, hospital and court advocacy and 
individual counseling. 

For the past seven years, RCS has been 
ranked the number one rape crisis center in 
the state of California by the Office of Criminal 
Justice Planning, and for the past six years, 
has been the number one funded agency by 
Fresno County. The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice has named the RCS Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team (SART) as one of only two pro-
grams in the state to be listed in Promising 
Practices, a report to improve the criminal jus-
tice system’s response to violence against 
women. 

Over the years RCS has established a 
strong working relationship with the Fresno 
Police Department, the Fresno County Sher-
iff’s Office and the District Attorney’s office. It 
also interacts with other community-based or-
ganizations: Sanctuary, House of Hope, 
Human Services Coalition, Fresno County 
Child Abuse Prevention Council, The Fresno 
Policy Academy and Comprehensive Youth 
Services. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the 
Rape Counseling Service of Fresno on the oc-
casion of its 25th anniversary. The services 
provided are invaluable to the well-being of 
the community and victims of assault. I urge 
all of my colleagues to join me in wishing RCS 
many years of continued success. 
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THE VOLUNTEERS OF RADIO VI-
SION: 19 YEARS OF DEDICATED 
SERVICE 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to rise today to pay tribute to the volunteers of 
Radio Vision of Orange County, New York for 
their 19 years of dedicated service. Radio Vi-
sion Volunteer Day this year is Saturday, May 
15th. Radio Vision is a closed circuit service 
for the blind and sight impaired of the Mid- 
Hudson region of southeastern New York. 

Over 600 blind and virtually handicapped lis-
teners are informed of local events, news, 
sales, and a variety of other information only 
by volunteers. 

Oftentimes, we take the gift of sight for 
granted. With the convenience of being able to 
watch the television or read the newspaper to 
learn about the world around us, we have little 
reason to think about the world around us in 
any other way. However, for the blind, the 
world of television and radio is not an option. 
For the blind residents of the Mid-Hudson, 
turning on the radio provides an equal alter-
native to the paper and the TV. 

Over the past 19 years over 105 dedicated 
volunteers have kept Radio Vision running for 
the more than 600 who have no other option. 
These people have given their time, their 
hearts, and their voices to those in need. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to have been given the 
opportunity to speak about the commendable 
deeds of those at Radio Vision and I invite all 
of my colleagues to join in praising their de-
voted work in serving the blind. 
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JOHN WESLEY A.M.E. ZION 
CHURCH ‘‘THE NATIONAL 
CHURCH OF ZION METHODISM’’ 
CELEBRATES 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting the 
John Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church, ‘‘The Na-
tional Church of Zion Methodism,’’ on the oc-
casion of their 150th Anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, the John Wesley A.M.E. Zion 
Church was established in the nation’s capital 
during a period when free black Americans 
began and expanded a major effort for self-ex-
pression, self-esteem, and freedom. Free 
blacks established their own churches after 
they became dissatisfied with their treatment 
in white-controlled churches, treatment which 
included their segregation in religious services 
and disqualification from holding church offices 
and preaching. Founders of John Wesley ex-
perienced this treatment, and were led to 
leave churches that were discriminating 
against them. 

Led by John Brent and John Ingham, a 
group called the ‘‘Little Society of Nine’’ with-
drew from Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church 
which was under the ministry of white leaders. 
They met in the home of John Brent at 1800 
L Street, NW and formulated plans, which cul-
minated in the Organization of John Wesley 
Church in 1849. At that time, John Wesley 
was a dependent church which selected its 
own locations and ministers. One member of 
the group, Martha Pennington, organized a 
‘‘Woman’s Aid Society,’’ and raised $300.00— 
the greater part of the down payment of 
$349.00 required to purchase the church site 
at 1120 Connecticut Avenue NW. It took two 
years to build the church. The congregation, 
led by Rev. Abraham Cole, the first minister, 
moved into the new church in 1851. In that 
same year, the Board of Trustees and the 
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